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A Letter from the Symposium Editor

In early March 2020, preparations were underway for the Activism and the
Law Symposium and Natural Resources Journal 60th Anniversary Celebration. The
speakers’ flights were reserved, the hors d’oeuvres were selected, the band was
booked, and the seats were almost sold out. On March 11 we had a contingency plan
for COVID-19 symptomatic attendees and by March 12 all on-campus events were
canceled. With less than two weeks until our first event, there was no way to safely
bring people together. We were unable to shift to an online Symposium under such
short notice, especially because the law school’s Media Services team was
necessarily focused on moving all the law school classes online. We could not
postpone the Symposium to a later date because there was no way to predict the end
of the pandemic. With heavy hearts, the Natural Resources Journal and the New
Mexico Law Review called off the Symposium and Celebration.
Despite the fact that we had to cancel the in-person events, some of our
planned speakers were gracious enough to share a piece of what they would have
presented at the Symposium in this issue. Thank you to our contributers for the
opportunity to share the following materials.
Moreover, thank you to each and every person that was involved in the
Symposium planning process: our speakers, vendors, administrative staff,
professors, and attendees. Our efforts to put on the Symposium and celebration
would not have been possible without you. We hope that our vision for the two-day
Symposium, Activism and the Law: Legal Action Creating Social Change, which
was intended to bring practitioners together across career fields and practice areas to
generate opportunities for positive change, will come to fruition at some time in the
future. Until then, we wish you good health and happiness.
Sincerely,
Ariel MacMillan-Sanchez
NRJ Symposium Editor
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